Dispositions Essay- Mediocre Teaching in the Classroom


Another semester of tedious hours spent in front of my pink computer confirm my craziness to dive into the profession of teaching English Language Arts. Although, there are not many jobs, the economy is in the pits, and I have no idea how I will pay off my student loans in a year. I still continue to fall in love with teaching. This Disposition Essay will serve as a reflection towards my Field Experience Hours completed this semester.  I was excited to get back in the schools this semester. Last semester, I had somewhat of a rough experience, and I noticed more mediocre and terrible teaching than excellent teaching. I put my best foot forward, walked into my new school expecting to see some more innovative and interesting lessons. However, I was not nearly wowed. So what is the problem?  The main problem is the lack of motivation by the teachers. Teachers continue to blame and blame the students about their inability to perform, but it’s not the student’s fault. Taking a closer look one can realize it is the teacher falling behind without using technology and performance in the classroom, lacking classroom control, using tired and old reading methods and selecting unappealing Canonical Literature to read in the classroom.

Technology and Performance are two keys components which can easily be used to boast a lesson’s appeal to students. However, both are never used in the classroom. There are glimpses of a Smart Board, and once in a while a film is shown. But, teachers could be doing so much more with the students. After taking Methods Two, I believe I could teach some teachers lessons about how to incorporate both into the classroom. For example, by using a simple performance activity while reading a poem can both emphasize meaning and emotion to the entire class. Performance activities get students out of the dreaded rows they sit in, and they’re forced to pick their heads off the desk which they sleep in. Students need to become actively involved in their learning. Technology is another easy way to incorporate variety and fun into a lesson. Several times during the semester, I witnessed the teacher assigning reading out of the textbook. Why not assign reading out of the textbook and then create a simple discussion post on VokoPop? VokoPop is a virtual discussion post website, where students can record thoughts about the reading or literature. This creates discussion, authentic assessment, cooperative learning, and critical thinking of every student in the classroom. 

If students were actively involved in learning, and teachers actually did something worthwhile in the classroom than students would not be bored and have such a lack of disrespect.  If students are involved, occupied with a lesson which is both thought provoking and fun, they will not bother the teacher or create problems within the class. The teacher should not learn how to control discipline problems, but should take another methodology class about how to hook students in reading and writing in the classroom. For example, silent reading is assigned when students are being chatty and rude to other classmates. A teacher should try to incorporate new methods of reading to the class, instead of one person reading for the entire period and the others sleeping. The Spirit Reading Method, Popcorn Reading, or reading in groups might help in this situation. Also students could read to make Found Poetry, or read a section and be an editor cutting out lines to see how the passage would make sense with the lines cut.

Maybe the students would not be so bored and unmotivated if they were given a good book to read once in a while. Or actually, I should rephrase that last statement. Maybe the students would not be so bored and unmotivated if the teacher actually thought about the lesson they were giving on a good book. The reading choices in High School are typical. Lord of the Flies, Catcher in the Rye, Great Gatsby, and several selections from the textbook just to name a few. However, all readings do show potential, but there is nothing done besides reading in the class and simplistic plot review questions. In a recent Unit plan I made for Methods Two, I had students create a free Blog. Using the Blog as a reading journal, the students created Hypertexts, MySpace Profiles, wrote interesting writing assignments, completed Fish Bowl Discussions and made Found Poetry. If I can think of all these interesting activities to do with a novel, than why can’t an experienced tenure teacher? 

As the semester comes to a close, and I finish up my final papers and lesson plans, I realize the impact a teacher can have on a student. I am wondering if the teachers which I observe for my Field Experience were at once just as passionate about the profession as I am. It is somewhat difficult to believe, that they were not. But the more and more, I observe at school the more I become frustrated. As a reflective practitioner, a teacher should continue to evaluate and improve their lessons in the classroom. Also, the teacher should use several forms of assessment for every type of learner, and not just fall into a rut of giving multiple choice tests in English and Writing Classes. Finally, there is no way to rectify this situation until new teachers can come in and wash the old teachers out of their positions. But for new teachers, each and every pre-service teacher should make a vow not to fall into a slump and give into mediocre teaching. Teachers should consult their colleagues, and other outside sources to stay update, fresh, and fill of new methodologies to enrich and enhance learning in their classrooms.
